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Cuyahoga Community College
Cuyahoga Community College (Tri-C®) is a regional leader in public education, academic 
innovation and cultural enrichment. For more than 55 years, the College has tailored its 
curriculum to meet changing workforce demands, helping individuals qualify for work in the 
job market’s most sought-after fields. With six Centers of Excellence and more than 140 career, 
technical and liberal arts programs, Tri-C empowers students by providing clear pathways 
to degree and certificate completion. Tri-C has helped more than 900,000 students toward 
meaningful careers or advanced education, and more than 85 percent of Tri-C graduates 
continue to live in the area, providing a pool of skilled workers that includes nurses, teachers, 
medical technicians, firefighters, engineers, police officers and business professionals.

Cuyahoga Community College Foundation
Student success is on the rise at Cuyahoga Community College and community support for 
scholarships and life-changing student programs is key to that growth. With 55,000 students 
a year, high-quality associate degree and workforce programs and the lowest tuition in Ohio, 
Tri-C is a driving force for the economic prosperity and future of our region. Your support for 
student success through the Tri-C Foundation is an investment toward a thriving Northeast 
Ohio now and for years to come.

The mission of the Cuyahoga Community College Foundation is to provide resources for 
advancing student success at Tri-C® and to transform the lives of those it serves. We endeavor 
to ensure Tri-C has the resources needed to help every student learn, thrive and succeed and to 
create a prosperous community for all.

Our priorities:

• Student Experience: We strive to dramatically improve attainment by increasing program 
funding to drive student success.

• Workforce: We seek to ensure more students have resources to enter and succeed in 
workforce training programs that lead to in-demand jobs in our region.

• Affordability: We strive to increase access and reduce costs for students through 
scholarship support and cost efficiencies.

• Community Collaboration: We will increase high-leverage projects through strategic 
partnerships with Foundation Board, alumni, industry and the community.

• Impact: We understand the need to tell a compelling story of how philanthropy impacts 
Tri-C using data, student stories and key stake-holders and ambassadors.

The Tri-C Foundation is a 501(c)(3) charitable organization founded in 1973.

2018 Presidential Scholarship Luncheon
The Presidential Scholarship Luncheon benefits scholarship funds for those who might not 
otherwise be able to access education at Tri-C. The annual net proceeds from the Luncheon 
are distributed to the numerous Tri-C Foundation scholarship funds, including the First 
Generation Scholarship Fund, Presidential Scholarship Fund and Gap Scholarship Fund, or 
scholarship funds as designated by donors.

P L E A S E  J O I N  U S  AT  T H I S  W O N D E R F U L  E V E N T

Secretary of Defense (2006-2011); Author, New York Times Best Seller, DUTY: Memoirs of a 
Secretary at War and A Passion for Leadership

Robert Gates served as the 22nd secretary of defense (2006-2011) and is the only secretary 
of defense in U.S. history to be asked to remain in that office by a newly elected President. 
President Barack Obama is the eighth president Gates has served. He previously served under 
President George W. Bush.

On Gates’ last day in office, President Barack Obama awarded him the Presidential Medal of 
Freedom, America’s highest civilian honor.

Before becoming secretary of defense in 2006, Gates was the president of Texas A&M University, 
the nation’s seventh largest university. Prior to assuming the Texas A&M presidency on August 
1, 2002, he served as interim dean of the George Bush School of Government and Public Service 
at Texas A&M from 1999 to 2001.

Gates joined the Central Intelligence Agency in 1966 and spent nearly 27 years as an intelligence 
professional. During that period, he spent nearly nine years at the National Security Council 
and the White House, serving four presidents of both political parties.

Gates served as director of Central Intelligence from 1991 until 1993. He is the only career officer 
in CIA’s history to rise from entry-level employee to director. He served as deputy director of 
Central Intelligence from 1986 until 1989 and as assistant to the President and deputy national 
security adviser at the White House from January 20, 1989 until November 6, 1991, for President 
George H.W. Bush.

Gates has been awarded the National Security Medal, the Presidential Citizens Medal, has 
three times received the National Intelligence Distinguished Service Medal, and has three 
times received CIA’s highest award, the Distinguished Intelligence Medal. In April, 2016, he 
became the inaugural recipient of the Zbigniew Brzezinski Annual Prize, in recognition of his 
distinguished record of promoting the importance of geostrategic thinking with a transcending 
moral purpose.

He has authored three memoirs - Duty: Memoirs of a Secretary at War (2014), a straightforward, 
vividly written account of his experience serving Presidents George W. Bush and Barack Obama 
during the wars in Iraq and Afghanistan, From the Shadows: The Ultimate Insider’s Story of Five 
Presidents and How They Won the Cold War (1996) which details his career as a CIA officer at the 
center of power during a time when the threat of global annihilation informed America’s every 
move, and A Passion for Leadership: Lessons on Change and Reform from Fifty Years of Public 
Service (January 2016), in which Gates draws on years of exceptional experience to offer readers 
a powerful, informative and pragmatic look at leadership.

Until becoming secretary of defense, Gates served as chairman of the independent trustees of 
The Fidelity Funds, the nation’s largest mutual fund company, and on the board of directors of 
NACCO Industries, Inc., Brinker International, Inc. and Parker Drilling Company.

Gates is partner in the consulting firm, RHG LLC, with former Secretary of State Condoleezza 
Rice and others. He has also served on the board of directors and executive committee of the 
American Council on Education, the board of directors of the National Association of State 
Universities and Land-Grant Colleges. He has also been president of the Boy Scouts of America, 
and the National Eagle Scout Association.

A native of Kansas, Gates received his bachelor’s degree from the College of William & Mary, 
his master’s degree in history from Indiana University and his doctorate in Russian and Soviet 
history from Georgetown University. Gates was installed as chancellor of the college of William 
& Mary, beginning in February 2012. He is the first William & Mary alumnus in the modern era 
to serve as chancellor of the college.

In 1967, he was commissioned a second lieutenant in the U.S. Air Force and served as an 
intelligence officer at Whiteman Air Force Base in Missouri.


