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J
im Funai stood at the 
ceremonial entrance to the 
Cleveland Cultural Gardens and 
surveyed the wedge of land. 
Litter speckled the splotchy 

grass and cracked walkways. Fallen 
timbers rested against stone benches. 
Weeds grew large as shrubs.

Neglect scarred every inch of the 
Peace Garden of the Nations. Funai, an 
assistant professor of Plant Science and 
Landscape Technology at Tri-C, took a 
deep breath.

Then he committed to restoring the 
garden to its deserved splendor.

Funai volunteered his time and 
skills to help the Tyrian Network - the 
garden’s new sponsor – renovate the 
park at the corner of East Boulevard 
and East 99th Street. The launch of the 
project coincides with the centennial 
celebration of the Cultural Gardens.

“This spot serves as the symbolic 
heart of the Cultural Gardens,” Funai 
said. “It should be a statement garden... 
and it will be when we’re done.”

The Peace Garden celebrates all 
nations and cultures represented in the 
overall gardens. The main feature is a 
terrace and monument, beneath which 
sits an underground vault holding soil 
from around the world.

A semi-circular stone seat with a 
high-backed design outlines the edge 
of the terrace. It’s highlighted by a 
marble “Peace bust” — designed by 
famed sculptor Henry Hering — that 
resembles Lady Liberty and sits atop a 
stone pedestal.

The American Legion established 
the garden in 1936 and rededicated it 
in 1939. A marker on the spot shares its 
mission and message.

Tri-C Assistant Professor Jim Funai leads effort to restore Peace Garden 
of the Nations in the Cleveland Cultural Gardens

“May the intermingled soil of the 
nations symbolize the united effort 
of their peoples as they advance to a 
better understanding,” it reads. “These 
gardens planned by men who know 
the horrors of war are dedicated to 
the brotherhood of man and peace 
throughout the world.”

Funai and landscape architect Eric 
Brubeck, who has been an adjunct 
instructor at Tri-C, drafted a plan to 
honor those noble intentions. The 
redesign is currently working its way 
through the approval process with 
the city.

The proposed plan shows gently 
curved paths drawing visitors toward 
the monument. In addition, the new 
design includes a gathering area for 

ceremonies and educational programs 
in front of the terraced monument.

Funai said existing sandstone 
walkways will be salvaged and 
repurposed in the footpaths, linking 
the old and new. 

And, of course, there will be new 
plantings.

The scraggly vegetation currently 
surrounding the monument area will 
be replaced with a lush backdrop. The 
carefully selected trees and shrubbery 
will provide an evergreen frame to the 
garden’s focal point.

Elsewhere in the garden, Funai chose 
flowering ornamentals guaranteed to 
provide dashes of color throughout the 
growing season. “Something will always 
be popping,” he said.
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Jen Batton, one of the Peace Garden 
delegates for the Cleveland-based Tyrian 
Network, approached Funai about the 
project. Batton knew Funai from her 
time serving as director of Tri-C’s Global 
Issues Resource Collaborative.

“I knew Jim had the expertise, 
talent and the strong sense of civic 
engagement needed to make this 
happen,” Batton said. “He and Eric 
have the creative vision to restore this 
space to its former glory.”

Extensive work on the garden 
probably won’t begin until 2017 
following a fundraising drive – cost 
estimates are in the hundreds 
of thousands of dollars — and a 
campaign for skilled volunteers 
to work on the project (For more 

information, visit www.tyrian.net/
peacegarden).

In the meantime, Funai and 
students in Tri-C’s horticulture 
program continue to invest hours 
into improving the site. They hauled 
enough debris to the curb during a 
spring cleanup to fill 10 truckloads.

More work will be done before the 
One World Day celebration at the 
Cultural Gardens in August, which 
will be the culminating event of the 
centennial year.

Funai said the goal is to create a 
long-term relationship between Tri-C 
and the Peace Garden. He said the 
project offers students more than 
hands-on experience. It provides a link 
to the world.

“Horticulture is a universal language 
that unites people across the globe,” 
Funai said. “Gardening… improving 
the landscape… making beautiful 
environments… that’s done on every 
corner of Earth.

“We’re part of something much 
bigger whenever we dig into the soil. In 
a way, it’s how we’re all connected. The 
Peace Garden tells that story.” 


