Graduates will demonstrate a basic competency in each the competencies below:

GENERAL
Graduates are expected to:

understand etiologies, risk factors, underlying pathologic process, and epidemiology for medical conditions
identify signs and symptoms of medical conditions

select and interpret appropriate diagnostic or lab studies

manage general medical and surgical conditions to include: understanding the indications, contraindications,
side effects, interactions, and adverse reactions of pharmacologic agents and other relevant treatment
modalities

identify the appropriate site of care for presenting conditions, including identifying emergent cases and those
requiring referral or admission

identify appropriate interventions for prevention of conditions

identify the appropriate methods to detect conditions in an asymptomatic individual

differentiate between the normal and the abnormal in anatomic, physiological, laboratory findings, and other
diagnostic data

appropriately use history and physical findings and diagnostic studies to formulate a differential diagnosis
provide appropriate care to patients with chronic conditions

INTERPERSONAL AND COMMUNICATION
Graduates are expected to:

use effective listening, nonverbal, explanatory, questioning, and writing skills to elicit and provide information
appropriately adapt communication style and messages to the context of the individual patient interaction
work effectively with physicians and other health care professionals as a member or leader of a health care
team or other professional group

apply an understanding of human behavior

demonstrate emotional resilience and stability, adaptability, flexibility, and tolerance of ambiguity and anxiety
accurately and adequately document and record information regarding the care process for medical, legal,
quality, and financial purposes

PROFESSIONALISM
Graduates are expected to demonstrate:

understanding of legal and regulatory requirements, as well as the appropriate role of the physician assistant
professional relationships with physician supervisors and other health care providers

respect, compassion, and integrity

commitment to ethical principles pertaining to provision or withholding of clinical care, confidentiality of
patient information, informed consent, and business practices

sensitivity and responsiveness to patients’ culture, age, gender, and disabilities

self-reflection, critical curiosity, and initiative

PRACTICE BASED LEARNING AND IMPROVEMENT
Graduates are expected to:

locate, appraise, and integrate evidence from scientific studies related to their patients’ health problems
apply knowledge of study designs and statistical methods to the appraisal of clinical studies and other
information on diagnostic and therapeutic effectiveness

apply information technology to manage information, access online medical information, and support their
own education

STSTEM BASED PRACTICE
Graduates are expected to:

use information technology to support patient care decisions and patient education

effectively interact with different types of medical practice and delivery systems

understand the funding sources and payment systems that provide coverage for patient care
advocate for quality patient care and assist patients in dealing with system complexities

apply medical information and clinical data systems to provide more effective, efficient patient care



