
ROBERT
L. LEWIS
ACADEMY OF
SCHOLARS
FOR SOCIAL JUSTICE

Change your world!

Tri-C® Students can 
make a difference while 
earning college credit.

How to Apply

 • To be considered for admission into the  
  Academy, submit an application, which  
  can be found at tri-c.edu/robertlewis. 
 
 • Students are accepted into the program  
  each summer to begin in the fall for a  
  consecutive two-semester experience.
 
 • Both courses in the Academy are   
  2000-level offerings. Scholarships 
  are available. 

 
Students are expected to be self-motivated 
and inspired to explore social justice topics. 
A 3.5 GPA is required.

Students benefit from:

 • Networking with community leaders
 
 • Participating in an Honors 2000-level  
  course, and independent study experiences
 
 • Honing community leadership skills for  
  resume-building and college transfer
 
 • Exploring interests in social justice while  
  making a difference in your community
 
 • Benefitting from potential scholarships  
  and project funding

15-0133

Robert L. Lewis was the founding chair of  

the board of trustees, establishing Cuyahoga 

Community College as the first community  

college in Ohio in 1963. Until his death in  

2005, he devoted himself to the humanistic 

enhancement of the College.

ROBERT
L. LEWIS

The Dream

Lewis had a dream to recreate the classical  
Academy of Scholars, like the one in the ancient 
olive grove. There, students and their teachers 
would gather together to learn from each other 
through informal conversation and respectful  
consideration of the most important social  
issues of the day.

The Reality

The Robert L. Lewis Academy of Scholars was 
launched in 2008, honoring Robert Lewis and  
empowering idealistic students to pursue his 
dream of a civil society.

For more information, go to 
www.tri-c.edu/robertlewis
Or contact 
Herbert Mausser, Assistant Dean
Honors and Experiential Learning Programs
216.987.4660
herbert.mausser@tri-c.edu



Robert L. Lewis Academy of Scholars  
for Social Justice

The Robert L. Lewis Academy of Scholars at 
Cuyahoga Community College (Tri–C®) is an 
experience designed for ambitious students with 
a passion for social justice, who want to make a 
difference in their community and in the world.

This program requires a commitment of a  
complete academic year, and is divided into  
Fall semester and Spring semester components:

Fall Semester: You will study the history and 
philosophy of social justice through successful 
completion of PHIL-208H Honors Social Justice. 
With the support of faculty and community experts, 
you will present a proposal for your chosen project 
that addresses a personal interest to “change  
the world.”

Spring Semester: While earning independent study 
credits, you will work one-on-one with a community 
mentor and instructional faculty to produce your 
project. You will meet monthly with your Academy 
Scholars in stimulating gatherings to share the 
creative experience.

In late Spring, the Academy of Scholars concludes 
with a community celebration, showcasing the  
student projects. Upon completion of the program, 
you will be awarded a certificate as a Robert L. 
Lewis Scholar and will be invited to all future  
alumni events.

Grace Leon – Helping Youth Make a Fresh Start
Grace’s husband, Wayne, a member of the  
Cleveland Police Department, was killed 14 years 
ago while making a traffic stop. As part of her own  
healing process, and as her Lewis Academy project,  
she created an extended version of the Juvenile Safe 
Surrender Project, focusing on youth. The project 
encourages persons wanted for non-violent felony or 
misdemeanor crimes to voluntarily surrender to the 
law in a faith-based or some other neutral setting.

Marcus Brathwaite –  
Using Creativity to Change the World
Marcus became interested as he read about  
the Academy’s focus on personal exploration. As a 
Lewis scholar, he used his previous experience 
working in a hands-on elementary school to design 
a playground that would give children a space 
where their imagination and natural tendencies 
to learn and explore would be encouraged.  
Marcus, now a graduate of the Cleveland  
Institute of Art, is working in a think tank devoted 
to supporting creative communities.

John Ballom – Teaching Students the  
Art of Classic Tailoring Techniques
John saw his Academy project and dream  
come true when he opened the Classic Tailoring 
program as part of the Workforce and Economic 
Development Division at Tri-C. John says that  
his program’s goal is to introduce students to  
tailoring and alterations skills so they can  
become economically viable, perhaps by starting 
their own business or securing a job with a  
tailor or alterations shop. 

Rebecca Davis –  
Helping Teens Cope with Mental Health Issues
Rebecca says, “I know that my participation in the  
Academy was something that changed my life.” 
While enrolled at Tri-C, she intended to major in  
high school education. After completing her project,  
a teen mental health resources website for Berea 
High School students, Rebecca changed her major 
to social work. She graduated with her bachelor’s 
in May 2014 and completed her master’s degree 
at Case Western Reserve University in July 2015.


