TRIO programs provide Educational Opportunities for Low-Income and Disabled Americans. Congress
established a series of programs to help low-income Americans enter college, graduate and move on to
participate more fully in America's economic and social life. These Programs are funded under Title IV of
the Higher Education Act of 1965 and are referred to as the TRIO Programs (initially just three
programs). While student financial aid programs help students overcome financial barriers to higher
education, TRIO programs help students overcome class, social and cultural barriers to higher education.
As mandated by Congress, two-thirds of the students served must come from families with incomes
under $24,000, where neither parent graduated from college. Over 1,900 TRIO Programs currently serve
nearly 700,000 low-income Americans between the ages of 11 and 27.



