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Bridges Bridges   

to Success in the Sciences  

Funded by the National Institutes of Health’s  
Minority Opportunities in Research, the primary 
goal of the Bridges Program is to increase the  
number of minority students who complete their 
science education at the community college level 
and then transfer to  complete their science  
education at a four-year institution followed by  the  
pursuit of a graduate education to earn advanced 
degrees in the sciences.  
 
The Bridges faculty at East, Metro and West are 
committed to working with students attending Tri-C  
by providing opportunities in scientific research to  
students majoring in Biology, Chemistry, and 
Psychology.  
  
In addition to their research experience, students 
attend seminars and workshops, and are offered 
opportunities to attend scientific conferences.  
 
Students are paired with a research mentor at  
one of the following collaborating institutions:  

Baldwin Wallace College 

Case Western Reserve University 

Cleveland State University  

John Carroll University 

The University of Akron 

The Cleveland Clinic Foundation  

 
 

BridgesBridgesBridges   
To Success in the Sciences 

Supporting Tri -C students  
in the pursuit of  

education and careers in the sciences . 

Cuyahoga Community College 

Bridges students Tashara Banks, Nicodemus Mamer and 
Shawnee Walcott discuss Tasharaõs research poster  

Ohio Academy of Science  April 2007 



  

 
Hands-on research experience 
Salary 
Workshops and seminars 
Academic support and tutoring 
Transfer application assistance 
Mentoring program with faculty from  

      Tri-C and collaborating universities 
Attend scientific conferences 
Opportunities to develop communication 
and presentation skills 

 

BridgesBridges  

To Success in the Sciences 

 
 
 

Participants must meet the  National Institutes 
of Health/Minority Opportunities in Research 
eligibility and funding requirements:  
 

1. Currently enrolled at TRI-C, registered full- time, 
majoring in Biology, Chemistry or Psychology    

 
2.    US Citizen or Permanent Resident 
 
3.    High school diploma or GED 
 
4. One of the following minorities defined by the NIH   
    as  underrepresented  in biomedical and behavioral  
    sciences:  African-American, American Indian,   
    Alaskan Native,  Rural Appalachian, U.S. Pacific  
    Islander, or  Hispanic (Spanish culture : Cuban,   
    Mexican, Mexican American and Puerto Rican) 
    

 

 
Have completed or are currently  

      enrolled in a Biology, Chemistry  
      or Psychology course.  
 

Show academic progress toward 

      completion of courses necessary  
      to graduate from Tri– C and transfer  
      to a four year university     
 

Have earned less than 30 credit hours   

 

Have not petitioned for graduation or 

already have a degree 
 

Minimum science GPA of 3.0  

 

Minimum cumulative GPA of 2.8  

 

Available to work in research lab          

8-10 hours per week.  
 

Available to attend monthly Bridges 

meetings  (3-4 hrs)  

 

NTA Nsoroma Awards Luncheon   Annual Biomedical Research Conference  
for Minority Students  (ABRCMS )  

To Request an Application:  

Send a message  
 from your Tri -C student e -mail  
   to Mikki.Matzelle@tri -c.edu  

(Include your name, campus, major and S#)  
 

Our webpage :  
http://www.tri -c.edu/pathways/pages/bridges.aspx  

Program 
Director 

Dr Kathleen Catanese 
216-987-5491 

Psychology 
West 

Program 
Director 

Dr. Ormond Brathwaite 
216-987-2401 

Biology/Chemistry 
East 

Faculty 
Mentor 

Prof. Judie Barker 
216-987-2064 

Psychology 
East 

Faculty 
Mentor 

Prof Alexandria Custer 
216-987-4019 

Biology 
Metro 

Faculty 
Mentor 

Dr. Margot Freer-Prokop 
216-987-5649 

Biology 
West 

Faculty 
Mentor 

Dr. Mark Rittman 
216-987-4604 

Psychology 
Metro 

Program 
Coordinator 

Mikki Matzelle 

VM 216-987-5621 
Bridges Office 

WHCS 212 

 

Bridges Students, Faculty, Mentors and Alumni  


