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Carrol News Editors visit NBC’s ‘Meet the Press’ in Washington D.C.

C&P Newswire

The Cleveland Rowing Foundation’s
affiliate member organization, The
Cleveland Metropolitan School District
Rows or CMSD Rows is expanding its
outreach to inner city youth. In partner-
ship with Touch Cleveland LLC, CMSD
Rows will engage hundreds of youth with
training and opportunities in the sport of
rowing. The expansion of the CMSD
Rows program will include swimming
lessons, life coaching, mentoring and col-
lege tutoring for participants.

“We’re pleased to welcome and intro-
duce the sport of rowing to youth of all
ages, especially those between 12 and 15,
and at all levels,” said Russell Eckles,
Board President of CMSD Rows.
“Rowing scholarships are abundant and
the skill just takes heart and stamina. We

know these kids have that, so they deserve
the opportunities that can come from their
participation.”

Russell Eckles, who works in business
development at Enterprise Data Solutions
Inc., was appointed board chair in July of
this year. Eckles is a former business con-
sultant and COO of a healthcare company.
He is an active member of Cleveland row-
ing as both a coach and a competitor, and
has held board positions with a number of
local organizations. In support of Eckles,
CMSD Rows has appointed Patricia Poole
as Vice President. Poole is a retired nurse
and attorney who rows in the Cleveland
Rowing Foundation adult league, the
Western Reserve Rowing Association.

“Unlike most rowing clubs, The
Cleveland Rowing Foundation and
CMSD Rows believe in inclusion. We
don’t want to turn away any young man or

woman if they are interested in learning
the sport,” said Poole. We’ve watched
kids with no experience, grow to compete
amongst the best, and earn tuition to some
of the top universities.”

CMSD Rows is now seeking new part-
nerships with schools and organizations,
especially those presently engaged or
looking to provide their youth with non-
traditional activities. Currenlty CMSD
Rows works closely with Northeast Ohio
Sewer District, Effective Leadership
Academy, Magis, See You At The Top, and
a range of high schools including John
Hay, John Marshall, Ginn Aacademy and
Lincoln West. There is no cost to partici-
pate for CSMD students. However,
CMSD Rows looks to increase participa-
tion and make available advanced oppor-
tunities from their collaboration with
other neighborhood programs.

With the expansion of CMSD Rows,
the organization has also began recruiting
coaches for the next season. Adults with
two or more years of rowing experience
are welcome to apply by submitting a
resume and letter of interest to Kirk Lang
at clevelandrowing@gmail.com. CMSD
Rows invites all organizations and high
schools within the Cleveland
Metropolitan School District that have
interest in providing new experiences for
their youth to contact the Cleveland
Rowing Foundation to learn more about
the expansion and potential opportunities
to partner. CMSD Rows will begin
recruiting new participants in January of
next year. For more information, contact
Char Graham of Touch Cleveland LLC at
cmsdrows@gmail.com.

C&P Newswire

Representatives of
John Carroll University’s
award-winning campus
newspaper, The Carroll
News, were selected for
the distinguished honor of
visiting NBC’s
Washington, D.C. studios
to watch a live broadcast
of “Meet the Press,” hosted
by Chuck Todd.

The students were able
to tour the news operation
and watch the live broad-
cast on Sunday, October
23. Guests for the broad-
cast included Democratic
vice presidential candidate
Tim Kaine, and Kellyanne
Conway, who serves as the
campaign manager for
Republican presidential
nominee, Donald Trump.

“This was an incredible
experience for our Carroll
News editors as they
explore their path to pro-
fessional journalism,” said
Robert (Bob) Noll, John
Carroll University profes-
sor and advisor to the stu-
dent newspaper. He added,

“We are grateful for the
network’s continued sup-
port of the NBC/JCU Meet
the Press Fellowshipwhich
has resulted in journalism
careers for our students.”

Madeline Smanik, a
2016 John Carroll gradu-
ate, is the
current NBC/JCU Meet
the Press Fellowship recip-
ient. She and Ashley
Bastock, a 2015 JCU grad-
uate and Fellowship alum-
nus who was officially
hired by Meet the Press
earlier this year as a pro-
duction assistant, made
time to talk with The
Carroll News students
about their work experi-
ence.

NBC and John Carroll
University created
the NBC/John Carroll
University Meet the
Press Fellowship in honor
of 1972 John Carroll alum-
nus, Timothy J. Russert. It
is awarded to a John
Carroll University graduat-
ing senior motivated to
pursue a career in political
journalism.

Cleveland Metropolitan School District rowing crew encouraging excitement in youth

New President, Russell Eckles and Vice President, Patricia Poole Expand Community Engagement

C&P Newswire

Cuyahoga Community College (Tri-C®)
and The Greene Works Project will co-present
The Coming of the King at 7:30 p.m. Dec. 16-
17 in the Simon and Rose Mandel Theatre at
the College’s Eastern Campus.

The production will tell the story of the tra-
ditional Nativity where hope, faith and for-
giveness are depicted through dance and narra-

tion. Dancers from the College’s Creative Arts
Dance Academy and The Greene Works
Project will perform.

The program is conceived, directed and
choreographed by Terence Greene, director of
Tri-C’s Dance Academy and founder and artis-
tic director of The Greene Works Project.

For additional information, call 216-987-
4444. Eastern Campus is located at 4250
Richmond Road in Highland Hills.

Story of Nativity Told at Tri-C Dance Production

‘The Coming of the King’ scheduled

for Dec. 16-17 at Eastern Campus

“Meet the Press” in Washington, D.C., Sunday Oct. 23, 2016. Pictured are (L-R), Madeline Smanik, Carly Cundiff, Abrial
Neely, Bob Noll, Mary Frances McGowan, Chuck Todd, Omar Meza, Ryan Brown Ben Gebhardt, Ashley Bastock. (Photo
by: William B. Plowman/NBC)

C&P Newswire

Six year old Ava
Mason said she likes sci-
ence. She actually wants to
be a chemist. And, because
of the MUREP Aerospace
Academy (MAA) hosted
by the Metropolitan cam-
pus of Cuyahoga
Community College (Tri-
C), Mason is able to get a
feel for the industry as a
first grader. 

On Sat. Nov. 5, 2016,
MAA provided an oppor-
tunity for parents and the
community to see what
students like Mason
learned during their Fall

2016 Scholars Certificate
Presentation and Student
STEM Project Showcase. 

This program culmi-
nating event displayed
projects, included a finan-
cial aid workshop for high
school schools students,
provided family activities
with lunch, and recognized
students for their participa-
tion over the course of
eight weeks.  

There were 183 stu-
dents, in grades K-12,
enrolled in MAA this past
session. Kindergartners
discovered the planets
while first graders studied
the different phases of the

moon. And second graders
made galaxies and named
them. 

As the grade level
increased, the area of focus
become more complex.
However, every student
received a certificate while
a large number took home
an additional one for per-
fect attendance. 

“I thought the program
was awesome,” said Ms.
Govine Buffington, one of
the Kindergarten instruc-
tors. “It exposes students
to the different aspects of
space and science. 

Buffington explained
that her students also had

an opportunity to have a
star lab and took a field trip
to the Western Reserve
Historical Aviation Center.
“The kids were very
engaged. They were excit-
ed and eager to learn.”

As one who teaches
science in a traditional set-
ting, she thinks MAA is a
good extension to want
they learn in the traditional
classroom. 

“If they start at
Kindergarten, each time
they do STEM education,
they are building on what
they learn,” said
Buffington. “They are
exposed to different possi-
bilities.” 

MUREP, as sometimes
referenced, stands for
Minority University
Research Education
Project. It’s an extension of
the former SEEMAA
(Science Engineering
Mathematics Aerospace
Academy) program. MAA
includes 36 hours of
instruction whereas
SEEMA students complet-
ed 21. 

The vision of the late
Congressman Louis Stokes
in 1993, SEEMA was
designed to encourage
more minority students to
become interested in
Science, Technology,
Engineering and Math
(STEM) careers. With

Cleveland as the model, at
it’s height, SEEMA pro-
grams operated in 33 dif-
ferent cities across the
country and ran for 23
years.  

Nationwide, Tri-C is
the only community col-
lege to host MAA. NASA
and the NASA Glenn
Research Center has been
generous supporters of
both SEEMA and MAA.
Paragon TEC, Inc., The
Thomas H. White
Foundation, The PPG
Foundation, Time Warner
Cable, CHUMS,
Cleveland Chapter and Tri-
C supports the MAA as
well. 

Joshua Brown, a senior
in the Early College pro-
gram at John Hay High
School, started out in
SEEMA as a
Kindergartener and has
attended the program
every year. 

“It’s always been fun.
There’s not a lot of space
science in high school,”
said Brown. “My parents
encouraged me a lot to
keep doing it.”

Brown, who plans to
study law, revealed that
he’s not interested in sci-
ence as but SEEMA and
now MAA as helped in
perform better in school.
“It sharpened my math
skills.” 

Brown’s parents,
Russell and Tanya, attend-
ed the Presentation. Both
sang nothing but high
praises about their son’s
experience. In fact, family
and parent involvement
may be one of the linch-
pins of MAA. A number of
siblings groups attend.
Kenneth D. Hale, MAA
Interim Program Manager
and Director, Access and
Community Engagement,
explained that all families
receive an experiment to
take home. 

“We encourage the
whole family to participate
in the project,” said Hale.
“We want to get the whole
family excited around
STEM careers.

“More programs need
to include the family unit
as a whole, especially on a
college campus” said
Antonio Sanford as he
played a game of 24 with
his wife Angelique, and
son Treyvon. “We preach
education is important.

A first year family,
Sanford said they learned
about the program when
Hale came to their son’s
school to introduce it.
When ask how his son
responded to the experi-
ence, he said “He seemed
to be fascinated.”

They definitely
planned to return next fall. 

MUREP STEM program fascinates families

Antonio Sandford plays a game of 24 with his wife Angelique and son Treyvon.


